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Geographical Literature and Maps 927 

contours of depth are shown on these maps in color. The volume completes 
the publication of the leading results of this survey, the most notable study re- 
lating to fresh-water lakes that has yet been made. 

Home Life in Ireland. By Robert Lynd. xx and 305 pp., 18 illustrations. 
Mills & Boon, Limited, London, tqoq. 8s. 

An intimate and sympathetic account of all classes of the Irish in their 
homes, written by a man who knows and loves his subject. He reflects in these 
pages, the image of the Irish and his book is full of entertainment and infor- 
mation. The illustrations are good. Among the twenty chapter headings are 
Farms and Farmers, Marriages and Matchmaking, Schools and Children, 
Priests and Parsons, The Irish Gentry, Politics and Gatherings, and Manners. 
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The Melanesians of British New Guinea. By C. G. Seligmann, M.D. 

With a chapter by F. R. Barton, C. M. G, and an appendix by E. L. Giblin. 

xxiv and 766 pp., 79 plates from photographs, 50 text figures, map and index. 

Cambridge University Press, England. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 

1910. $7. 
One more volume, and a massive one, presents another instalment of the 
great contributions which the English are making to the knowledge of Torres 
Straits and the southern coast line of their domain in New Guinea, a region to 
which is now restricted, by official act, the name Papua, which formerly was 
loosely applied to the whole of the great island. The first detailed study in these 
regions was conducted in 1898 by the Cambridge Anthropological Expedition; 
its particular object was the islands in the straits, incidentally it included 
investigation into the country about the mouth of the Fly River. The Daniels 
expedition of 1904 was directed at the shore line of New Guinea from the head 
of the great gulf eastward to the southeast promontory. Dr. Seligmann served 
on each of these trips of exploration and in the present volume has included the 
results of his investigations at the earlier as well as the latter date. His method 
of research, certainly the form in which he presents the results of such research, 
seems to be a rigid compliance with some set schedule predetermined before the 
expeditions set out upon their essay to comprehend an unknown country. If it 
be really the case that a skeleton was provided to govern the distant exploration, 
it will account for much in the record of the result which seems mechanical, 
lacking in balance of interest, crowded with unimportant detail. Despite this 
limitation Dr. Seligmann has succeeded in making a book that is almost every- 
where valuable and which at times possesses a lively interest. His scheme pro- 
vides that for each spot upon which research is directed he shall secure infor- 
mation on a fixed order of themes. The result is tabular rather than narrative; 
but as it offers its information in a convenient form for the student who special- 
izes on any one of these themes, he may find it easy to follow his theme from 
point to point along the whole south coast. 

Dr. Seligmann follows closely in the footsteps of Haddon in identifying a 
dominant Melanesian element in the region under examination. At Cape Posses- 
sion on the east shore of the Gulf of Papua he finds the point at which the 
Papuan races lose the continuity of their occupation of the soil. Eastward from 
that point he gives both coasts of the British Possession, that being its official 



